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KUMOTORI-YAMA 2006.2.11-12 Report & Impression

In December, when I met Stefan in Tanzawa, I had no idea what I go to another hiking

with him. Moreover, with another German friend...

Mt. Kumotori, where is the most highest mountain in Tokyo. I had been to here in May
of 1997. But if the season is different, the view also is different, and if the member is

different, the atmosphere is also different. So I felt to come here for the first time..

{1%" day>

It started a gentle slope from starting point for a climb. And when you arrived at the
bifurcation of shrine gate, you should pass through the gate. Or, another route will lead
you to the pavement, then you’ll get lost the right way...)

The shrine is called “Mitsumine—shrine”. Mitsumine means three peaks. Until arrived at
the Mt. Kumotori, we had to pass through three peaks (Mt. Mae—-Shiroiwa, Mt. Shiroiwa,
and MtKumotori). This means that we had to repeat up and down three times... In the
north slope, there was a snow on the trail. But here only covered with snow about 10
centimeters, and it was indicated it had little snow this year. We hiked through the forest
by a long way, but the trees had few leaves in the winter, we could hike the clear forest.

Kumotori lodge was rebuild in 1999, it was very beautiful and comfortable.

2" day>

It was a steep slope from Kumotori lodge to Mt. Kumotori. But arrived at Mt Kumotori,
visibility is suddenly spread far and wide. Kumotori means “take the cloud”, as it was
called, we could look down the field of clouds which was floating lightly. And we also can
look at Mt Fuji far away.

Then we hiked the ridge that was located from Mt. Kumotori to Okutama Sta (through
Mt. Natatsuishi, Mt. Takanosu, and Mt. Mutsuishi). It was a very clear course. Passed Mt.
Mutsuishi, the trail was getting wide. And finished the trail of mountain, we arrived at
Okutama town. Altitude between Mt. Kumotori and Okutama town has over 1600 meters.
Although the trail was gentle slope, the standard time of walk is 8 hours, it was a very long
way. But we all could arrive at Okutama safely, and run into the hot spring in a hurry (the
time of reception was almost closed) The hot spring made our body and spirit heal very

much.



I want to say, “Finished is good, all things is good!!” but, we were experienced many
happenings in this hiking.

Soon started our hiking, we got lost in the forest. I was really sorry for you. But in such
a serious situation, all of us acted courageously. When we could back the trail, I was
thankful for our each energy and our good luck.

On the 2nd day, it was a long distance; I was worried that it was too late to arrive at
Okutama. But we walked comfortably under the blue sky, we ware also enjoyed to walk
on the fallen leaves, and finally we all arrived at the hot spring safely. It was the most good

things.

Winter mountain, the view is very clear and wide
Our party, we all had no complain though we lost the way
The lodge, it was very comfortable like a five stars hotel
(it had many compartment, the warm table using a coal, and flush toilet!!)
Telling the story, under the small light of the room, in the deep night
The long ridge, our each energy was established

The hot spring, made our fatigue was gone

SANDRA

Thank you for communicating with me who use a broken English. And you are my
special Germanese friend!! (X German Friend)

After the hiking, you invited us to German dinner in your house. I am thankful for your

kindness. Every dish was very delicious!

STEFAN
I have no idea when we can see next time. But when you come back to Japan, we will
naturally promise:
“Let’s go to the dinner”
“OK, now, we meet there as usualll”
Of course, the place we meet will be “Midori-Sushi” (In that time, maybe you arrive

there earlier than me, and when I arrive there, you will line up inside the restaurant...!?)

SAORI
I am glad to be enjoyed by this hiking. And thank you for preparing a lot of rice balls
and sandwiches every time. And if we don’t have your ability of English...

Let’s aim to another peak!!



2006.2.20
Akitaka Ishikawa



